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R 7424 BED BUGS
The following procedures are established in implementation of Policy 7424 — Bed Bugs.
A. Observation of Possible Bed Bug Bites or Bed Bugs on a Student

1. A staff member who observes what he/she believes may be bed bug bites
on a student or bed bugs on the student or in or on the student’s
possessions shall send the student to the school nurse.

2. The school nurse shall examine the student to determine if the student has
bed bug bites or if there are any bed bugs present on the student or in or on
the student’s possessions.

3. If the school nurse determines the student does not have bed bug bites or
bed bugs on them or in or on their possessions, the student will be returned
to resume their school day.

B. Confirmation of Bed Bug Bites or Bed Bugs on a Student

1. If the school nurse believes the student has bed bug bites or finds bed bugs
on the student or in or on the student’s possessions, the school nurse will
contact the Principal or designee.

2. The Principal or designee will arrange for a licensed pest management
professional to complete an inspection of the student’s classroom(s) to
determine if bed bugs are present.

3. If a licensed pest management professional cannot complete an inspection
within twenty-four hours of the request from the school district, the district
custodial staff will vacuum the student’s classroom(s) with a vacuum
cleaner using a new vacuum cleaner bag.

4. When vacuuming is completed by district custodial staff, the staff member
shall seal the bag and discard it in a receptacle outside the school
building. If the vacuum does not have a bag, the contents of the vacuum
shall be emptied into a secure plastic bag, sealed, and discarded into a
receptacle outside the school building. The vacuum will also be treated.
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5. The Principal shall determine if the classroom(s) should be occupied by
staff and students until the inspection by a licensed pest management
professional is conducted.

C. Inspection by Licensed Pest Management Professional

1. If an inspection by the licensed pest management professional determines
bed bugs are not present in the classroom(s) inspected, the school program
shall resume use of the classroom(s) if the Principal previously decided
the classroom(s) should not be occupied by staff or students.

2. If an inspection by the licensed pest management professional determines
bed bugs are in the classroom(s), the area(s) will be treated by a licensed
pest management professional. Any treatment shall be in accordance with
the provisions of the New Jersey Pest Management Act, the district’s Pest
Management Plan, and any other applicable law.

D. Communication with Student’s Parent
1. The school nurse will contact the student’s parent on the results of the
examination.
2. A parent of a student who is believed to have a live bed bug(s) on them or

in or on their possessions will be required to arrange for their child to be
picked-up from school to return home to change clothes and for the parent
to inspect any possessions the student brings to school. The nurse may
provide the parent with information regarding bed bugs.

a. Upon the student’s return to school after being sent home to
change clothes and an inspection of their possessions they bring to
school, the student will be required to report to the school nurse
who will examine the child and the child’s possessions before the
child can resume the school day.

(1) If there are no signs of bed bugs on the student or in or on
the student’s possessions upon being examined by the
school nurse after the child returns to school, the student
will be able to resume their school day.
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b. The school nurse may examine the student and the student’s
possessions subsequent to their initial return to school to ensure the
student and possessions are free of bed bugs.

(1) In the event the nurse finds live bed bugs on the student or
in or on the student’s possession after the student’s initial
return to school or upon any subsequent examination by the
school nurse, the school nurse will contact the parent and
require the parent to pick-up the student from school.

3. A parent of a student who is believed to have bed bug bites, but no
evidence of bed bugs on them or in or on their possessions, will be
informed of such results and the student may be required to be examined
by the school nurse subsequent to the initial examination to ensure bed
bugs are not on the student or in or on their possessions they bring to

school.
E. School Communications
1. The Principal, in consultation with the school nurse, will determine if the

parents of other students should be informed if bed bugs are found in an
area of the school. This determination will be made on a case-by-case
basis.

a. Parents of other students need not be informed if bed bugs are
found on a student or in or on the student’s possessions, and are
not found in the school building.

F. Compliance with Applicable Laws
I. The Principal or designee will ensure the school district complies with all
notification requirements and any other legal requirements, including the

New Jersey Pest Management Act, the district’s Pest Management Plan,
and any other applicable law.
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